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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with otrikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 1- 5, 8, 1 1-15 without prejudice or disclaimer, AMEND claims 6. 
7 and 9, and ADD new claims 16-22 in accordance with the following: 

1-5. Canceled 

/ /. (currently amended) A write protec tion method for a recording and/or 
reproducing apparatus, wherein a recording medi u m, incl uding a L ead-in area, a Lead-out area 
and a user area js set to a write protection sta t e ensuring the protection of data, including the 
entire user data area or at least a p lurality of particular data files, recorded on the recording 
mgdjum from unwanted overwritin n or erasing when the finalization for writing on the Lead-in 
area and the Lead-out area has been completed, comprising: 
checking the state of the rec ording medium: 

prohibiting writing of data on the record ing medium when the state of the recording 
medium is a write protection state: Tho writo protect i on method of cla i m 4, further compri si n g 
determining whether the recording medium is positioned in a case; 
if the recording medium is installed in the case, checking whether the case is set to a 

write protection state; and 

if the state of the recording medium checked in said checking of the state of the 
recording medium does not match the write protection state of the case, informing a user of the 
difference. 

2rlf (currently amended) The write protection method of claim 6, further comprising: 
prohibiting the writing of the data on the recording medium if the state of the recording 
medium is checked as a write protection state in said checking of the state of the recording 
medium, or the state of the case, checked in said checking of whether the case is jettoa write 
protec tion state. ant is a write protection state. 
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9 (cunenl.y amended) /J i r. n» nrtlH tnr f -"Wl 

argaandttie I rnrl out area com p l eted, compns.n c 

checking the «« a *° " f thfi recording medium; 

^^^-^^.e o, the record,, medium roa «c h es ^ P^on 
s.ateofthe.wh.einhibitholenl ndndgo wherein the record.ng med^a* 

-^^;lda ta on,e re co r d, gm ed iUmi H h e S .,eo f .e re oo^ 
medium or the state of the write inhibit hole is set to a write protection state. 

''id (oriainal) The write protection method of claim 9,- further comprising: 
Mauser «e state ofthe recording medium and thatof the inhibit hole do 

not match. 

11-15. Canceled 

Tr (new) A write pmtection method for a recording and/or reproducing apparatus, 
^herei a re Jrngmedium separately including a Lead-in area, a Lead-out area, a us* area. 

I d a 1 ording information area having a Power Calibration Area (PCA, and a Recor ng 
and a record ng ^ ^ pr()tectl0n of data , 

""tlZ^teprotection information stored in a, leas, one area o, the RM A area of 

" re t:^wrg nd ofda te on,e .cording medium when the whte protection information 
of the n3Cording medium is set to a write protection state. 

' 17 (new) The write protection method of Calm 16, wherein .he write protect 
infom «: nte 2iina fl e,d0ofaRecordingManagemen,Da t a(RMD,areaof t he RM Aa re a 

of the recording medium. 
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^ 18. (new) The write protection method of claim 17, wherein the write protection 
information is stored in a Byte Position(BP) 2 of the field 0 of the RMD area of the RMA area of 
the recording medium. 

19. (new) The write protection method of claim 18, wherein the recording medium is 
positioned in a case of cartridge having a write inhibit hole for write protection. 

20. (new) The write protection method of claim 16, further comprising: 
determining whether the recording medium is positioned in a case; 

if the recording medium is installed in the case, checking whether the case is set to a 

write protection state; and 

if the state of the recording medium checked in said checking of the state of the 
recording medium does not match the write protection state of the case, informing a user of the 
difference. 

' 21 (new) The write protection method of claim 16, further comprising: 
determining whether the recording medium is positioned in a case; 
prohibiting the writing of the data on the recording medium if the state of the recording 
medium is checked as the write protection state in said checking of the state of the recording 
medium, or the state of the case checked in said checking is a write protection state. 

22. (new) The write protection method of claim )6, further comprising: 

determining whether the recording medium is positioned in a case; 

if the recording medium is installed in the case, checking whether the case is set to a 

write protection state; 

if the state of the recording medium checked in said checking of the state of the 
recording medium does not match the write protection state of the case, informing a user of the 
difference; and 

prohibiting the writing of the data on the recording medium if the state of the recording 
medium is checked as the write protection state in said checking of the state of the recording 
medium, or the state of the case checked in said checking is the write protection state. 



